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A GOLD BRACTEATEFROM UNDLEY


by SE. West MA., Ph.D.,FSA

In June 1981a singlegoldbracteatewasfoundbya farmeron his land at Undley.No otherAnglo-
Saxonfindsareknownfromthesite,althoughthereareunsitedEarlyAnglo-Saxonfindsknownfrom
Undley,possiblyfromacemeterysomewherein thevicinity.Whenfound,thepiecewasfoldedinhalf
and wasopenedout by the finder.

Thebracteate(Pl.VIb)isofsheetgoldwitha stampeddesign,anda ribbedloopforsuspension;its
weightis2.24grammesandmaximumdiameteris23mm.Thebackisquiteplain.Thedesignisstrong
and well-cutand consistsof a helmetedhead rightwitha wolf-and-twinsmotifbelow.In the field
behindtheheadisan eight-pointed'star'and acircle.Thereappearstobeanothercircleand another
starobscuredbythedoublespiralingoldwireattachedtothebracteatebeneaththesuspensionloop.
Thereis an outerborderof'V'shapes.A runicinscriptionforms,in part,an innerborderwithlarge,
well-cutrunesin threeblocks,separatedby smallannulets.The inscription,whichisunintelligible
and probablymagical,is reversedon the bracteateand whentransposed,it reads:

v f1
ga go ga m a g a m e d u

Thelastruneactsasanendtotheinnermostborder;it isworthnotingthattheinnerborder-lineatthe
firstrunestartswellbeyondthefirststroke,suggestingthepossibilityofafurtherrune,undertheright-
hand spiral,whichwouldgivefour runesto eachblock.

Theheadhas a fringebelowthejaw;it is likelythat this is nota beardbut a representationofa
collar.The wolfand twinsis particularlywellshown,outlinedand withdiagonalstrokesfor the
fur.

The Departmentof Coins and Medalsat the BritishMuseumconsiderthat the designof the
bracteateis basedupon a Romanbronzecoin of UrbsRoma type,mintedat Trierand of the first
workshopstyle(informationL.Webster,B.M.).

Thisimportantdiscoverycanbe consideredas an earlyformof the'C' bracteateseries;thewolf
beneaththe head maywellbe the inspirationfor the animalswhichfeatureso largelyon these.
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